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The American Association of Family & Consumer Sciences (AAFCS) Ruth O’Brien Project Grant was established in 1972 through a bequest from Ruth O’Brien, who served as assistant chief of the Bureau of Human Nutrition and Home Economics in the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  The Ruth O’Brien Grant supports research and development in family and consumer sciences (FCS).  The grant’s objectives are to 

· Assist members of the FCS profession to develop and use their full potential to serve society; 

· Provide support for education, study, and scientific research in fields relating to FCS; and 

· Improve the usefulness and effectiveness of FCS in all its aspects.

Funding is available for projects that help fulfill these objectives and are in accord with the goals of the Association and the FCS profession.
Proposals for the Ruth O’Brien Project Grant must be innovative in nature.  Proposals may be submitted for basic research, community service, student programs, educational material development, leadership conferences, educational seminars, program model development, or other projects that contribute to the knowledge base of developments in FCS. 

The field of family and consumer sciences encompasses the study of relationships among people and their personal environments in order to strengthen communities and advance the well-being of individuals and families over their lifespan. FCS is rooted in the arts, social and natural sciences and humanities. In order to address challenges related to the health of individuals, families, and communities, FCS uses integrative, interdisciplinary approaches that consider individuals and families in the context of their environments.

Any individual or group chosen to receive the Ruth O’Brien Project Grant will receive $5,000 and a commemorative certificate.  The title of the project and the recipient's name will be reported in the Annual Conference Program Book.  Also, the project leader will receive up to $1,000 of support for one year of AAFCS membership and participation in the AAFCS Annual Conference & Exposition, where the grant award will be presented.  

Eligibility

Those eligible to apply for the Ruth O’Brien Project Grant include 
· AAFCS members, affiliates, committees, and communities, as well as 
· Other nonprofit agencies or organizations whose purposes are consistent with those of AAFCS.

Members of the AAFCS Board of Directors, Awards and Recognition Committee, and Development Committee are not eligible to apply during their terms of office. AAFCS staff members are not eligible to apply during their periods of employment with the Association. 
The grant will be presented on a biennial basis when a qualified applicant is identified.  Ruth O’Brien Project Grant awards are limited to one recipient (or recipient group) in years when applications are invited. 

Application Process 
To apply for the 2012 Ruth O’Brien Project Grant, complete these three steps by January 17, 2012: 

Step 1 – Read the 2012 AAFCS Ruth O’Brien Project Grant Guidelines.

Step 2 – Visit the Frequently Asked Questions page at http://www.aafcs.org/programs/faqs.html.
Step 3 – Complete and submit the interactive 2012 AAFCS Ruth O’Brien Project Grant Application online (found at http://precis2.preciscentral.com/Link.aspx?ID=C283918676CD3272).  As indicated in the application, upload the following by January 17, 2012 or earlier:

A. Condensed resumes of project personnel, maximum one page per resume (scan, if necessary, and upload).

B. A maximum of two letters from supporting/cooperating agencies or groups (scan, if necessary, and upload).
C. A supporting letter from immediate supervisor (scans, if necessary, and upload).
(To submit the attachments described in A., B., and C., you may upload Microsoft Word 97-2003 documents (.doc), JPEG images (.jpg), and Adobe Acrobat documents (.pdf) up to 3 megabytes.)

Note:  You may have submitted online applications for awards, grants, fellowships, or scholarships, or proposals for the AAFCS conference between 2004 and 2009, but you will create a new username and password to access this new system.  The only exception is for those who submitted a proposal for the 2011 Annual Conference & Expo—those individuals can use the same 2011 conference username and password to submit a 2012 AAFCS award, grant, fellowship, or scholarship application.

Please keep a copy of all materials submitted to AAFCS; materials will not be returned to applicants.  

Review Process 

Jurors selected by the AAFCS Awards and Recognition Committee review the applications online and assign points using the Evaluation Criteria (see section titled Evaluation Criteria).  Individuals or teams who apply for a 2012 AAFCS Ruth O’Brien Project Grant and those who write a letter of recommendation for a current applicant cannot serve as jurors for the grant.  Additionally, jurors cannot judge applications from family members, their current students, students at their own institution, applicants who have the same employer, or any applicant for whom there may be a potential conflict of interest.  An individual who has been nominated and/or applied for an award, grant, fellowship, or scholarship shall not serve as a juror for any award, grant, fellowship, or scholarship during the period of time in which his or her own nomination or application is being reviewed. 

The grant recipient will be announced in the spring of the year awarded.
Requirements

Although AAFCS does not require that Ruth O’Brien Project Grant recipients sign a contract to receive the funds, please remember that: 

· No indirect costs will be paid by AAFCS. Expenses related to the purchase of computer hardware and expenses for travel to and participation in professional meetings will not be paid by AAFCS. 

· Professional staff salaries should not be included in the budget. The project will be funded for one year (August 31, 2012 - August 31, 2013). Two-thirds of funds granted will be disbursed in August 2012. The remaining one-third will be paid upon completion of the project and submission of the final report. 

· The final report shall be a copy of the manuscript and cover letter. It will be due to AAFCS on completion of the project or by August 31, 2013, whichever comes first. 

· AAFCS has the first right to publish the manuscript or report on the Ruth O’Brien Project Grant. 

· Any unused portion of funds must be returned to the Association. 

· To change objectives/strategies or budget allocations, approval of the AAFCS Awards and Recognition Committee must be obtained in advance. 

Evaluation Criteria 

Applications will be evaluated online using the point system outlined below and can be awarded no more than 100 points.  Guidelines as to what jurors may consider for each criterion are listed for clarity in preparing the application and consistency in judging applications.
Evaluation Criteria
Points Possible
Points Awarded

Project relevant to FCS and meets one or more of the following:
20
____________
· Contemporary or emerging societal need 

· Research priority within family and consumer sciences specializations

· Development of leadership within the field of FCS
Justification or rationale is clearly articulated. 
15
____________
Narrative is clear, appropriate and comprehensive. 
15
____________
Objectives/hypotheses clearly stated. 
10
____________
Investigator(s) qualified and timeline is feasible. 
10
____________
Budget is concise, clear, and justifiable. 
10
____________
Current and relevant literature is cited.
5
____________
Appropriate supporting documentation included.  
5
____________
As of the due date of the application, applicant holds AAFCS credential(s) in family
5†
____________
and consumer sciences: 

· Certified in Family and Consumer Sciences (CFCS), 

· Certified in Human Development and Family Studies (CFCS-HDFS), 

· Certified in Hospitality, Nutrition and Food Science (CFCS-HNFS), and/or 

· Certified in Family and Consumer Sciences, Retired (CFCS, Retired). 

· Certified Personal and Family Finance Educator (CPFFE) **

**No extra points are awarded if applicant is CPFFE in addition to any of the other AAFCS credentials.
Note: If applicant is a team and at least one team member is certified, full points (5) will be awarded. 
As of the due date of the application, applicant is an AAFCS member.
5†
____________
Note: If applicant is a team and at least one team member is an AAFCS member, full points (5) will be awarded 


TOTAL
100
____________
†Partial points are not awarded for credentials and membership.

Recommend for grant?
_____Yes
_____No
Comments to be shared with other jurors:
Comments to be shared with applicant:

Signature of Juror:  __________________________________________                            Date:
_____________
