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Larissa Staley, Chair 
Greetings from Boiler Country! I am your 2009-
2010 AAFCS Student Unit Chair. If you haven’t 
guessed it yet, I attend Purdue University and this 
is my senior year -- crazy how time flies by. I am 
majoring in Family and Consumer Sciences 
Education and minoring in Organizational 
Leadership, and Supervision. Along with my 
involvement with AAFCS, I am involved in the 
Mary Griffin Chapter-Purdue Student Unit 
INAFCS (Indiana Association of Family and 
Consumer Sciences). One of the other 
organizations that I am involved with on campus 
is being an Ambassador for the College of 
Consumer and Family Sciences.  
 
Linsey Johnson, Chair-Elect 
I am Linsey Johnson.  I attended Abraham 
Baldwin Agricultural College and now attend the 
University of Georgia as a junior.  My major is 
Family and Consumer Sciences Education and am 
on the track to get my Master’s Degree.  Once I 
graduate, I would like to teach Family and 
Consumer Sciences at the secondary level.   
 
Traci Jarrett, 1 st Vice Chair 
Hi everyone! I am excited to serve as your 1st 
Vice Chair this year! I am a senior at the 
University of Georgia studying Family and 
Consumer Sciences Education.  I also serve as a 
Co-President of my local chapter and the Student 
Unit Chair for the Georgia Association of Family 
and Consumer Sciences.  I also serve as the Relay 
for Life captain for my local chapter and that, as 
well as all of my other responsibilities, keep me 
busy! 
 
Taylor Barczyk, 2nd Vice Chair 
I am Taylor Barczyk and the Second Vice Chair 
2009-2010.  I am student teaching this semester 
and finally realized that I chose something that 
provides me with happiness each and every day I 
am in the classroom.  I cannot wait to graduate in 
December and become a first year teacher!   
 
 

 
Amanda Repp, Secretary 
I am the AAFCS Student Unit secretary for 2009-2010. I am a 
junior in Family and Consumer Sciences Education and Studies at 
Iowa State University with an emphasis in the Teacher Licensure 
field. I am an active member of my local chapter as well as the 
Collegiate 4-H chapter at Iowa State University. I am planning to 
graduate in the Spring of 2011 and hope to teach Family and 
Consumer Sciences Education in a small school in the state of Iowa 
somewhere after I graduate. I love to sew and cook and would 
really like to have a large kitchen right now because I am still living 
in the residence hall and all we have is a kitchenette. I love to do 
custom sewing jobs for my friends and family and would really like 
to start my own custom sewing business.  
 
Kelly Kingsley, Vice Chair of Outreach and Service 
I am a senior at Liberty University studying Family & Consumer 
Science Education.  I got involved with my local student unit as a 
freshman and have enjoyed working with the local and state 
affiliates.  Now I am excited to have the opportunity to work with 
the national branch.  I was just recently named AAFCS SU Vice 
Chair of Service and Outreach and looks forward to coordinating 
the project this year in Ohio! 
�
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The NEW Faces of FCS! Get Involved!   
 

Hello Everyone! I wanted to take this time for you to get IN 
THE KNOW, about AAFCS and especially the Student Unit 
AAFCS. This is a two part series; Get Involved with AAFCS, 
and Stay Involved with AAFCS.   
 

First things, first- Get Involved! There are numerous ways 
you can get involved with Student Unit AAFCS. We have our 
very own Facebook page (search under AAFCS Student 
Unit). Not only does this provide as a communication tool, 
this is a great networking tool! There is information available 
from job postings to updates about FCS in general- Did you 
know that CNN recently rated FCS as Number One in “Ten 
Unusual Majors that Can Get you Jobs?” How exciting is 
that?!�  This is a great site to communicate with other 
AAFCS Student Unit members from around the country!  
 

Not only does AAFCS have Facebook, but we are now a-
Twittering! Join AAFCS in our very own twitter site. 
(http://twitter.com/aafcs) Here you can find the latest updates 
on cold and flu webinars to updates about this upcoming 
conference.  
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Ok, so now you’re still thinking about getting 
involved… what else could I do? JOIN a 
Community! AAFCS offers a variety of 
communities, and I’m sure there is one out 
there that meets your interests! For example 
there are communities that are geared 
towards Colleges, Universities, and 
Research. If you join this community then 
you could learn more about the Research that 
was displayed at the 2009 Conference Expo 
in Knoxville, and have their abstracts 
available to view. There are communities 
from Nutrition, Health, and Food 
Management, to communities for Apparel, 
Textiles and Design.  
 

Now you know about just some of what 
AAFCS has to offer you, but you are still 
wondering why this is important. This is 
important for the sustainability of this 
organization- WE ARE THE FUTURE! WE 
ARE THE NEW FACES OF FCS!  
 

Still want to know more? Tune in to next 
edition of In The Know.  
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Have you ever wanted to get in contact 
with another chapter? Well now you can! 
The Student Unit officers are starting a 
directory of the different chapters and 
different schools. We are looking for you 
to submit information about your chapter 
so that you can be in contact. If each 
chapter would submit the name and e-
mail of a contact person for their chapter 
then we will compile all the information 
and publish it for all to be able to access 
it. Please e-mail your contact person’s 
information to Amanda Repp, Student 
Unit Secretary at alrepp@iastate.edu �
�
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Forty students from the state of Virginia gathered for “Fly” a 
VAFCS Student Unit event held at Liberty University.  This 
event was designed to give students information, experience, 
and new friends to help them soar to great heights this year.  
Students arrived the evening of September 18 for a reception 
and time to get to know students from other schools.  Kelly 
Kingsley, VAFCS SU Director, spoke to the students about 
opportunities within VAFCS and AAFCS for students.  
Following the talk, Barry Moore, Vice President of Outreach 
at Liberty University presented a challenging and 
encouraging program to the students about today’s job search.  
He told the students to never, ever give up in their search and 
to be purposeful and smart about submitting applications.   
Moore communicated the importance of getting experience in 
their field prior to applying for their dream job, and 
displaying a positive attitude.  The evening concluded with a 
presentation from Emma Wagoner, Assistant Manager at 
Maurice’s in Lynchburg.  She gave the students a solid base 
to build on when preparing to dress for a job interview.  
Saturday the students enjoyed fresh baked bagels from Panera 
Bread and workshops in design, culinary, and early child 
learning.   The group then traveled to Make and Take 
Gourmet, a local culinary business, for a tour.  A picnic lunch 
was held at Poplar Forest, home of Thomas Jefferson, with a 
tour of the home afterwards.  Learning about the architectural 
successes and failures of Thomas Jefferson’s design was a 
great experience for students.  The weekend wrapped up at 
the Blue Ridge Montessori School with a fascinating tour by 
Liberty University Family and Consumer Science graduate, 
Christine Gerstiner.  The students explored the brand new 
facility and learned about the Montessori philosophy of 
teaching and how to pursue a career as an early learning 
educator.  Many thanks to the VAFCS board, Liberty 
University, and advisor Matalie Howard, for their help with 
this event!  If you would like to host a similar event for your 
state and would like more information on this event, please 
contact Kelly Kingsley @ krkingsley@liberty.edu. 
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The Liberty University Family & 
Consumer Science Association received 
word yesterday that their proposal to 
Cotton Inc. was accepted.  The group is 
receiving $15,000 to carry out their plan 
to educate students about cotton and host 
a fashion show called, “Timeless, the 
Cotton Collection.”  The association has 
been hosting a fashion show as a 
fundraiser for their annual service project 
for the past three years on a $500 budget.  
This year the students will be able to 
expand the event like never before.  
Always dream big! 
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I am doing something I have been meant 
to do all my life and I prevailed to follow 
my passion for FCS despite the 
roadblocks that occurred along the way.  
When I decided to go to college, I chose 
Michigan State University which has a 
strong education program.  However, 
during my first year there, they 
eliminated their FCS program due to the 
rising state standards and lack of funding 
for FCS in secondary education.  It was 
then that I decided to transfer to Central 
Michigan University which had a strong 
FCS program.  Please note that I said 
had, as this year they have eliminated the 
major.  I cannot express my frustration at 
this decision in a simple paragraph 
because these universities have hurt the 
children in our state by not supporting us. 
How do we as educators prevent 
decisions like this from happening on 
both the university and school district 
level? 
  
Now, more than ever, students need a 
place in their schedule where they can 

become educated using multiple modalities.  I am 
student teaching this semester and I realize how few 
classroom management issues I encounter as opposed to 
my cohorts instructing in different subjects.  In fact, I 
find that my students as a whole are happy to come to all 
of my FCS class.  One of my students the other day 
walked out of class and said “this is the only and I mean 
only class I enjoy coming to.”  I think this is because he 
is a non-traditional student and my foods and culture 
course gives him a chance to feel, taste, and smell 
learning.  We have the opportunity to truly reach all 
learners in our classroom.  We can take a child who has 
a learning disability and allow them to be completely 
successful in our classrooms.  I have a hard time 
understanding why government funded education is not 
valuing our content.  We teach a compassionate 
curriculum and it is time that we as new educators 
incorporate validity to our subject.   
 
I believe that in order to keep our programs, we need to 
prove that FCS encompasses subjects such as math and 
science but in a subtle way.  I have students who despise 
chemistry but love to cook.  What is cooking but hidden 
chemistry?  As a new educator, I have been infusing my 
curriculum standards with traditional standards such as 
math and chemistry.  This allows my lesson plans to 
depict exactly what hidden academia my students are 
exposed to.  In doing this, I am hoping to eliminate the 
stigma that we are an elective course and instruct useless 
information.  In fact, we are the educators of the most 
useful class our students take because they learn skills 
for life.  So I challenge current and future FCS educators 
across the country to implement ways to infuse your 
classroom lesson plans with standards and benchmarks 
from other subjects that pertain to your classroom.  In 
doing this I believe we will be able to prevent our 
programs from being eliminated because we will prove 
lesson plan after lesson plan that we are indeed 
instructing a subject saturated in academia.  
 

�� ��

�� ������ � ������������
� � %!��

� ���!�� � �  � � ������ &������ � � ����� � �� � � ���� 	
� ���� ���

 
 

This past June we were Celebrating Our Past, Sustaining 
Our Future at the Centennial Conference in Knoxville, 
Tennessee.  There were more than 1,000 Family and 
Consumer Sciences and allied professionals in 
attendance.   
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The students who attended were able to 
network with professionals in the field of 
Family and Consumer Sciences (FACS) 
while also learning more about the 
profession they are pursing.  They also 
attended sessions, visited the exhibitors, 
and participated in the national Student 
Unit outreach project  as well as  making 
time to explore the wonderful city of 
Knoxville.  
 

During the Student Unit social night, 
students got to meet other students from 
across the United States with a fun game 
of Giants, Wizards, and Elves.  Then they 
participated in a friendly competition of 
our own version of Jeopardy with a twist 
of Family and Consumer Sciences.  They 
also brought eyeglasses and sunglasses to 
assist The Lion’s Club of Knoxville as 
part of the Student Unit outreach project, 
Recycle for Sight.  Awards were given to 
outstanding chapters of the year and the 
2009-2010 national Student Unit officers 
were installed.  During the entire 
conference they also had the opportunity 
to get “tatted up” with Betty Lamp 
tattoos.   
 

Throughout the conference students made 
many new friends from all over the 
country, both young and old!!  One of the 
most exciting parts of the conference was 
experiencing the celebration of 100 years 
of the American Association of Family 
and Consumer Sciences (AAFCS).  It 
was amazing to hear the stories of the 
past and what is in store for the future of 
FACS and AAFCS.  Overall the 
conference was a great success and 
everyone had a grand time!   
 

Don’t miss out on the fun this summer!!!!  
The 101st Annual Conference & Expo, 
New Century for FCS: New Challenges, 
New Solutions will be held in Cleveland, 
Ohio on June 24-26, 2010!!  Go ahead 
and mark your calendar and make plans!!  
CLEVELAND ROCKS!! 
 
 
 

Photos from the 100th Annual Conference! 
 

 
Playing Giants, Wizards and Elves 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student Unit members at the Centennial Celebration 
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2009-2010 AAFCS Student Unit Officers 

 

MORE PHOTOS ONLINE !  Want to view more photos 
from the Annual Conference & Expo?  To view the 
photos taken by Herr Photography, visit 
www.herrphoto.zenfolio.com and click on the AAFCS 
gallery. Enter this password:  AAFCS. 
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GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY 

STATESBORO, GEORGIA  

The GSU FACS Club had volunteers 
help with bocce ball at the Special 
Olympics. There were different shifts that 
club members could attend. This event 
went great and the students had a great 
time! The GSU FACS club offers 
multiple volunteer opportunities and has 
a meeting twice each month. Our next 
meeting will be October 21, 2009 and we 
will have a guest speaker come 
in presenting a program on leadership. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA  
ATHENS, GEORGIA  

The UGA student chapter of AFCS has 
been very busy this semester! We have 
brought back an old tradition of bringing 
the dean into our meetings. Dean Laura 
Jolly was extremely impressed with our 
organization, and she boasted on the 
leaders of our chapter. Additionally, our 
chapter has been busy implementing 
service projects. So far, we have donated 
school supplies to low-income children, 
began getting team members and raising 
funds for our Relay for Life team, and 
wearing pink every Wednesday for breast 
cancer awareness month! Our chapter is 

probably most excited about the large increase in 
membership we have seen including one meeting with 
48 attendants! We are excited to fulfill our goals for the 
semester, and the officers can see bigger things 
happening already! 
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Thank you for reading this issue of In the Know! Now 
it’s your turn -- we want to know what your chapter is 
doing! Specifically, we want your chapter to be included 
in the "Chapter Spotlight" section of the next issue!   

What type of activities can you include?  ANYTHING! 
Chapter meetings, special events, state meetings, 
outreach activities and many more!  

Please send a short description of your chapter's activity 
along with a picture to me at traci11@uga.edu. We look 
forward to learning about your chapter! 

 

 

 

 

 

o Conference website: 
http://www.aafcs.org/meetings/10/index.html 

Featured conference info: 

o Read and comment on the Annual Conference blog 
at http://aafcsconference.wordpress.com/.  

o Calls for AAFCS 101st Annual Conference 
Proposals  

o ATD Juried Design Showcase and Exhibition 
o CUR Oral Research Presentations and Poster 

Session 
o ESAE Curriculum Showcase 
o HEU Undergraduate Student Research Poster 

Session 

Cleveland 
Rocks!  Be there June 24-26, 
2010 for the 101st Annual 
Conference & Expo!  


