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BY LARISSA STALEY , AAFCS SU CHAIR �

�
 
Ten Reasons to come ROCK it out at 
Cleveland:  
 
1. Attending General Sessions  
 
2. Acquiring updated and useful 
information and resources! 
 
3. Food. There are a variety of ways to 
meet and eat with professionals -
especially at the Pacesetter Dinner.  And, 
Dinner tickets for students are reduced to 
$30! 
 
4. Carolyn Jackson (Getting to meet the 
Executive Director of AAFCS!) 
Spending time with Student Unit 
Officers!  
 
5. Rock and Roll Hall of Fame!  
 
6. Open future doors of employment! 
Who knows, you could find someone 
who could be hiring! 
 
7. Costs! Students can come to 
conference at just the fraction of the cost! 
 
8. Kindness shared by everyone in the 
profession!   
 
9. Sharing moments with students and 
professionals from around the nation!!!! 
 
Hope to see you rock it out with the rest 
of us the 2010 AAFCS Conference in 
Cleveland, OH.  
 
~Larissa Staley~ 
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Kids in Cleveland go hungry every day.  Please help.  
 
This year the AAFCS Student Unit is partnering with 
Feeding America and the Cleveland Food Bank to 
provide quality, hand-held can openers for Cleveland’s 
kids.  The food bank facilitates an outreach program for 
children who utilize government funded feeding 
programs through the week and have difficulty meeting 
their nutritional needs over the weekend.  Each Friday 
the students are invited to visit the food bank and collect 
a variety of nutritious food to use.  Along with this food, 
the food bank loves to send a can opener home with the 
children who carry home cans. Light-weight and easy to 
pack, this can opener project is an exciting opportunity 
for FACS professionals and classrooms from all over the 
country to get involved.   
 
Quality, hand-held can openers will be accepted at the 
Student Unit table in Cleveland at the national 
conference this June. 
 
Please direct your questions to, Kelly Kingsley, SU 
AAFCS Outreach and Service Officer.  
krkingsley@liberty.edu. 
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The time is drawing near for Annual  
Conference! We are planning some 
exciting things for Annual Conference as 
a Student Unit. As you’re planning what 
you think you’ll want to go to, check out 
the AAFCS Student Unit activities. 
Taking participation in these activities 
will allow you to meet other students 
from across the nation and share you 
ideas with others. Not only will you meet 
new people, but you will be able to 
network with other professionals and 
maybe even find yourself an internship or 
job. Look for these exciting student unit 
activities at Annual Conference: 
 

Student Unit Service Project: As a 
Student Unit we are collecting can 
openers for the local food banks. Make 
sure that you look for more information 
about this at Annual Conference. Main 
collection will be taken up prior to the 
Opening General Session on Thursday. 
 

AAFCS Awards and Recognition 
Session: (10:00am-12:00noon Thursday) 
– During this session the Student Unit 
awards will be given to the recipients of 
Student of the Year, Community Service 
Award, Outstanding Advisor, Progress 
Award and Standard of Excellence. 
 

Student Unit Social Night: (7:00-
9:00pm Thursday) from We are still 
planning this fun night, but make sure 
that you save some free time on Thursday 
to hang out with the other Student Unit 
members. We will be sending more 
information out about this as we make 
more plans. 
 

Student Unit Business Meeting: (10:30-
11:30am Saturday) – We will induct new 
officers and talk about things that have 
happened in the past year. Please come to 
make sure that the things you want to 
happen, happen. 
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What are you doing this summer?  Are you taking 
classes? Going home? Travelling? Working? Or even 
going to the 101st AAFCS Annual Conference in 
Cleveland, Ohio? 
 

As the school year winds down, most of your local 
chapters’ activities are also coming to an end.  Why is 
that?  I understand that when May rolls around, the last 
thing any of us wants to do is think about anything 
remotely related to school.  That’s the college student’s 
brain for you! 
 

However, sometimes we have to think of ourselves as 
something other than college students… we need to 
think of ourselves as pre-professionals.   
 

So, let’s think back to what I said before: No school 
during the summer!  But if we think of ourselves as pre-
professionals instead, should our new way of thinking 
be: No profession during the summer?  Of course not! 
 

The Family and Consumer Sciences profession does not 
come to an end just because it is summertime!  That 
means our local chapters’ activities should not come to 
an end either!  This may be more difficult, especially if a 
lot of your local chapter members go home for the 
summer, but it is not impossible!  If anything, think 
about my favorite “Ps:” planning and promoting! 
 

Take the entire summer to plan for your upcoming year!  
Get some ideas rolling about fundraising and 
community service opportunities!  Go ahead and plan 
your tentative program of work for the year!  As my 
professors always tell me, “If you fail to plan, you plan 
to fail.”   
 

Now for the other “P,” promoting!  Most colleges have 
some sort of orientation session during the summer (if 
not all throughout the summer).  Plan for a way to 
promote your chapter to the incoming freshmen and 
transfer students.  Give the students a flyer and maybe 
even a little treat!  Anything that will help them 
remember you and your chapter!   
 

Of course your summer plans should include our annual 
conference!  It is a great way for pre-professionals to 
network, gather ideas, and have fun with all of your 
friends from across the country!  The Student Unit 
officers have a lot of great activities planned for you 
while you are in Cleveland, Ohio!  If you can’t make it 
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this summer, start planning to attend the 
102nd AAFCS Annual Conference in 
Phoenix, Arizona! 
 

So, keep this in mind: our profession 
NEVER ends!  AAFCS and Family and 
Consumer Sciences are over a hundred 
years strong – and as members, we can 
make our profession and our organization 
even stronger if we utilize every moment 
possible – even our summers!  Make this 
summer a productive one for your local 
chapter!�
�
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For several years our student unit raised 
money with bake sales and car washes, 
date auctions and coffee sales.  They 
weren’t much “FUN.”  It just wasn’t 
growing our group and it was not helping 
us grow professionally.   
 
In 2006, a dedicated, innovative group of 
officers decided something must be done.  
They started a fashion show.  All the 
designs were made and worn by students, 
and the show was planned, documented, 
and hosted by students.  About 300 
people came and we made over $1,000 
dollars.  That was more than all our bake 
sale, car wash, auction, and coffee efforts 
combined!   
 
So we did it again the following year, 
raised more money, had more designers, 
and raised greater awareness for our 
department.  The show for this year just 
took place and we had over 800 in 
attendance and raised substantial funds 
for our community service project.   
 
The fashion show has become a signature 
event for the Liberty University FACS 
Department, and I believe something like 
this could become a signature event for 

your department as well!  Put the “FUN” back in 
fundraisers!   
 
If you have questions about starting a fashion show 
fundraiser in your local chapter contact Kelly at 
krkingsley@liberty.edu. 
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Does your school need an affiliate of the American 
Association of Family and Consumer Sciences? Not that 
long ago Iowa State University did. One advisor took 
action and got a club started. Getting a club up and 
running takes some time, but it is well worth it. In order 
to get a club started you need excited students, an 
advisor and someplace to meet. 
 
Excited students are the main reason to start a club at 
your school. Having a club will allow the students to 
connect with other students and will allow them to be 
involved with their major professors and staff. Excited 
students will most likely want to go to conferences and 
gatherings of the state and national association.  
 
Starting a club also requires an advisor at most schools. 
If there is someone in your department that can help the 
students get involved in the state and national 
association and also help them get organized and 
connected with the department and school will really 
help. An advisor should accommodate the students with 
activities, events and fundraising. 
 
Last but not least you will need a place to meet. You 
cannot really have a club without a place to meet. 
Almost anything will work. Try using a classroom, 
resource room, or even an office, just not a janitor’s 
closet. Having a place to write things down and post 
things up for voting and brainstorming is nice, but not 
necessary. Just a place to meet will be great. 
 
Now you have the club started and you just have to 
come up with some funds. There are so many 
fundraising ideas out there for your club. Try a bake 
sale, craft sale, or anything that your club thinks they 
can do. Fundraising can help support your students in 
going to conferences and learning events. Having some 
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money will also allow you to do club 
events and community service projects.  
 
I hope that this little information will 
help you get your club up and running. If 
you want more information make sure to 
check out the session at national 
conference about how Iowa State 
University got their club to grow.  
�
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One definition of connection is 
something that connects, joins, or relates 
to another.  We have two MAJOR 
“connections” on the AAFCS website.  
You may be wondering what the 
connections may be.  The connections are 
the…. 
 
AAFCS WEB PORTAL and the 
AAFCS COMMUNITY PORTAL!!!! 

 

The AAFCS Web Portal is your 
CONNECTION to so many things for 
YOU!  It allows you the opportunity to 
sign up as a new member of AAFCS, 
renew your membership with AAFCS, 
and to view and update your profile all 
ONLINE!  You can also check out 
AAFCS’ membership directory to expand 
your FCS network and also print an 
invoice/receipt if you have made any 
payments from your Web Portal online.  
One of the coolest and easiest things that 
you can do from the Web Portal is 
register for the AAFCS Annual 
Conference and Expo!!!! 
 

How do I get started on my Web 
Portal?? 
 
First, you will need to click on the Web 
Portal link on the top right-hand corner of 
the AAFCS homepage.  On the next page 
click on the LOG IN link in the middle of 

the page, you will need to log in using your user name 
and password.  Your user name will be your email 
address and your password will be your AAFCS 
membership number, unless you have previously 
changed either one.  After you login there will be so 
many links you will not know where to get started!!! 
 
The AAFCS Community Portal is your CONNECTION 
to the AAFCS Communities and other FCS 
Professionals within the Communities.  To get started 
you will need to click on the Community Portal link at 
the top right-hand corner of the AAFCS homepage.  
Then you will need to sign in just as will with the Web 
Portal.  Once you have gotten into the Community 
Portal you can begin to explore the portal and choose 
which “Community” you will like to join!!  You will 
have the chance to look at the Community’s Statement 
of Purpose before joining the community.   
 
What’s next after I join a Community??   
You can upload documents pertaining to that specific 
Community.  You will be able to initiate a discussion on 
the discussion board with other members of that 
Community.  You will also have the chance to advise or 
get advised about upcoming events and programs.  You 
will be able to exchange work and to learn new ideas 
from so many people.   

 
I now have a CHALLENGE for YOU!!!  Go join the 
AAFCS WEB PORTAL and AAFCS COMMUNITY 
PORTAL!!!  Go renew your membership and update 
your information, register for Annual Conference in 
Cleveland, and join a community that fits you!!!  The 
CONNECTIONS are limitless with AAFCS!!!  Let’s go 
JOIN the AAFCS WEB and COMMUNITY 
PORTAL!!!! 
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Purdue University 
West Lafayette, Indiana 
�
The Purdue Student Unit of INAFCS has 
been very busy this year. Already we 
have events scheduled to fill up our 
Spring semester. Last Fall, we began the 
semester with the Hunger Walk in 
September. The walk benefited programs 
and organizations in Lafayette and 
surrounding communities that provide 
food to families in need. During the 
month of November, we wrote "Thank 
You" notes to Consumer and Family 
Sciences alumni for their financial 
donations to the college. We ended our 
semester with donating school supplies, 
such as backpacks, construction paper, 
and markers, to a school in Africa. The 
contact was made with our organization 
by Kitty Decker, a Purdue CFS graduate.  
Kitty's organization visits the school 
every few years and will soon go back to 
present our donations to the children. 
 
Our Spring semester is already underway 
with three events: Relay for Life, 
Spring Fest at Purdue University, and 
participation in the State Student Unit 
project. On April 10th and 11th, five of 
our members participated in the Relay 
for Life event at Purdue University. It 
was an all-night event filled with 
numerous fundraisers to do throughout 
the night. Our members played games 
and made crafts which financially helped 
support Relay for Life. Right now, the 
event that is receiving the most attention 
is the plans for Spring Fest because it is a 
Purdue University organized event, 
which requires lots of paperwork.  
 

Currently, our student unit is sponsoring a "Healthy 
Trail Mix" booth, where children can make a trail mix 
that is tasty and healthy. 
 
Our Purdue Student Unit is also assisting the Aviation 
Council of Purdue University with their annual pancake 
breakfast. We were asked to assist them because we 
have a reputation for being good cooks. This is an 
exciting step for our student unit because we are 
connecting with another organization on Purdue's 
campus. We hope to work with them in the future for 
promoting our activities or brainstorming for ideas.  
 
Finally, our semester will end with our annual student-
teacher panel. At this panel, the student-teachers of our 
major will come to our student unit meeting and 
describe highlights and answer questions about their 
student-teacher experience. This event is probably our 
most beneficial because our members hear from people 
they know about how student-teaching might be for 
them in the future. After the student-teacher panel, the 
2010-2011 officers will take their positions and start 
planning for the next school year. 
 
Shannon Williams 
Family and Consumer Sciences Education 
INAFCS Purdue Student Unit Vice-President 2009-2010 
 
 
UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA  
ATHENS, GEORGIA  

The UGA chapter has ended the year with a bang!  We 
attended the GAFCS Student Unit teleconference.  At 
the teleconference, four UGA students were elected as 
GAFCS SU officers.  After the teleconference, we held 
our local officer elections and finalized our Relay for 
Life details.  Two UGA students attended the GAFCS 
annual conference at Brasstown Valley Resort.  Traci 
Jarrett, GAFCS Student Unit Chair, gave a report of the 
student unit activities of the year.  UGA’s Relay for Life 
is this weekend, and our Relay team is gearing up to 
make funnel cakes for our on-site fundraiser!  We are so 
excited to help the American Cancer Society! 

�

�
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We are interested in collecting 
information about each Student Unit 
affiliate. What we as student unit officers 
would like to do is collect information 
about each affiliate so that the different 
state affiliates can contact each other. We 
would like to have a main contact person 
for each school that has an affiliate and a 
little bit of information about their 
program and club. I am asking that each 
affiliate send an e-mail with their 
affiliates' contact person, e-mail, school, 
and a brief little bit of information about 
your club. Please let me know if you 
have any questions. E-mail your 
information to Amanda Repp at 
alrepp@iastate.edu. Please put 
STUDENT UNIT AFFILIATE in the 
subject line of the e-mail. Also please 
contact Amanda with any questions you 
have. We would like to have this 
information collected by May 28, 2010. 
We would like to be able to have this 
information available at national 
conference this coming summer in 
Cleveland, Ohio. 
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There’s still time!  Apply for these open 
officer positions for 2010-2011: 

Chair-Elect and Vice Chair of Service 
and outreach.  Contact Sophy Mott, 
AAFCS Sr. Member Relations Manager 
and Student Unit liaison, for more details 
at smott@aafcs.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

o Conference website: 
http://www.aafcs.org/meetings/10/index.html 

Register for the “first conference of the new century”! 

Advance Full Registration Rates  
(by May 15, 2010) 

Professional/Emeritus Member - $465 
Student Member - $140 
Nonmember - $559 

Other Registration Rates 

One-Day Registration (Thursday, Friday or Saturday) - 
$219 
Expo-Only Registration - $75 
Guest Registration - $75 

Registration Options 

To register by mail or fax, download, complete, and 
send the PDF form with payment. 

To register online with a credit card, log into the 
AAFCS Web Portal and use the online registration form.  

Hotel Information: 

Marriott Cleveland Downtown at Key Center  
Be sure to ask for the AAFCS Room Block! 
127 Public Square Cleveland, OH 44114  
216-696-9200 or 1-800-228-9290  
Single/double room rate: $139, plus taxes (rate valid 
until June 2, 2010, subject to availability) 

Cleveland 
Rocks!  Be there June 24-26, 
2010 for the 101st Annual 
Conference & Expo!  


